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In the brilliant stark drama “Winter’s
Bone,” having shelter for one’s family becomes
a strong metaphor for the struggle many peo-
ple today are having in keeping a roof over
their heads.

For director Debra Granik, who was award-
ed the prestigious Grand Jury drama prize for
the R-rated work at this year’s Sundance Film
Festival, it’s a disgrace that so many
Americans are being foreclosed on due to Wall
Street misdeeds and predatory lending prac-
tices.

“Losing homes — especially humble
homes (owned by working-class and poor peo-
ple) — is hitting people when they’re down,”
Granik says from her hotel during a
Philadelphia publicity stop for “Winter’s
Bone,” opening Friday. “It’s one of the cru-
elest things a society can do.

“You see news stories (about people losing
their homes) and it’s hard to believe what’s
happening is possible.”

Based on “Winter’s Bone: A Novel” by
Daniel Woodrell, the film follows a 17-year-
old girl named Ree Dolly (Jennifer Lawrence
of “The Burning Plain”) as she embarks on a
journey through the Ozark Mountains in
search of her fugitive father. Ree is responsible
for her sick mother and two much younger
siblings and must locate her father, an irre-
sponsible drug addict who used their home as
collateral for a bail bond.

If he can’t be located within a few days, the
family will be homeless. 

The challenge to find him brings Ree into
contact with meth addicts and drug dealers, as
well as relatives who may or may not be sym-
pathetic to her quest.

“The story has a classic structure,” says
Granik, who co-wrote the script with Anne
Rosellini. “I felt it had to have basic elements
for the story and still be entertaining. This is a
story about a person who has a mission.”

Granik previously directed the intense
independent film “Down to the Bone” (2004),
starring the talented Vera Farmiga (“The

Departed”). She plays a drug-addicted
wife/mother trying to hide her habit from her
family and then going into a destructive spiral
when the sad-eyed character can no longer
hold things together. 

For Granik, who next plans to direct a
thus-far-untitled film about mountain musi-
cians living on the border between West
Virginia and Pennsylvania, actresses like
Lawrence, a 19-year-old Kentucky native, and
Farmiga, a 36-year-old New Jersey native, help
independent filmmakers because their on-
screen work captivates movie fans.

“The future of independent films will come
from people being open to new performers,”
says the director, who grew up in Maryland
and resides in New York. “It’s exciting to
make the actors come alive. When audiences
get caught up in the performances, they’re
linked to the film.”

And what advice does Granik, who made
“Winter’s Bone” with a union crew for a
reported $2 million, have for new filmmakers?
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Lighted candles add a soft ambience to 
the room, even as the late afternoon sun
pours in.

On an oversized chair, presumably his
favorite, Gizmo is sprawled out, the massage
therapist’s hands moving gently but firmly over
his body, rolling the muscles on his hips with her
palm, using circular motions on the tighter spots.

As she runs her hands up and down, around
his head, his ears, his neck, he curls closer to her,
the scowl that used to be a part of his normal
countenance dissolved almost into a smile. In
fact, when her hands still for just a moment, he
raises his head as if in a plea for her to keep
going.

Trish Innaurato smiles,
noting that when she first
met Gizmo, he didn’t even
strike her as friendly.
Almost certain that he
didn’t like her back then,
she marvels at the trans-
formation now when he
licks her hand and places
his head in her lap.

The 16-year-old
Pekinese rescue dog was
abandoned by its owners
at a kennel last year.
When Burlington
Township, N.J., resident
Karen Amburg and her
husband, Joe, decided to
take him in as a foster
dog, he was in so much
pain, suffering with both
arthritis and a tumor, that
he could barely walk.
When the Amburgs
decided to adopt him, he
had to be neutered, have
several teeth pulled and
undergo multiple surger-
ies.

“He was a very hurting
little dog when we first
got him. I thought he was
going to die the first two
nights he was here,” says
Karen Amburg.

Searching for some-
thing to help ease his
pain, she was thrilled
when she stumbled upon
a brochure for Lucky Dog
Massage, the business that
Innaurato runs, visiting
pet owners’ homes to pro-
vide therapeutic body-
work for their dogs. 

Since January, she has been visiting Gizmo
once a week, offering a 25- to 30-minute session
for $30.

The difference, according to Amburg, has
been remarkable.

“I really believe it’s helping him,” she says.
“He always sleeps after Trish is done, but the
next morning, I’ve never seen his tail wag as
much as it’s been wagging since he’s been getting
his massage. The day after his massage, he’s a
maniac. He runs everywhere.”

Innaurato says the regular massages help keep
his joints more mobile and supple while improv-
ing his circulation and easing muscle stiffness.
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Director Debra Granik’s ‘Winter’s Bone’ certainly hits home
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As many pet owners seek to improve the health and 
comfort of their animals, canine or pet massage is becoming 
a popular complement to traditional veterinary care.

“I look at him and he’s like a grumpy
old man who smokes cigars. He’s
tough,” says Trish Innaurato, of Lucky
Dog Massage, here with Gizmo, one of
her clients.

“This dog has taught me
so much about strength and
courage and patience,”
Gizmo’s owner Karen
Amburg has said of the 16-
year-old Pekinese that she
initially got as a foster dog.

While most
dogs like being

massaged on
the floor, Gizmo
seems to prefer

this chair.

“Not only is massage good for the physical body, it’s good for the emotional body, too,” says Trish Innaurato, of how traumatizing it must
have been for Gizmo to go from the comfort of a home to the concrete walls of a kennel, where his former owners had abandoned him.

P h o t o s  b y  D e n n i s  M c D o n a l d

“Winter’s Bone” is based on Daniel Woodrell’s “Winter’s Bone:
A Novel.” The film follows a 17-year-old girl named Ree Dolly
(Jennifer Lawrence) as she embarks on a journey through the
Ozark Mountains in search of her fugitive father.


